Alternatives to Warehousing

Rights of the 1951 Convention
Relating to the Status of Refugees

THE RIGHT TO EARN A LIVELIHOOD

Article 17
Wage-earning employment

1. The Contracting State shall accord to refugees law-
fully staying in their territory the most favourable treatment
accorded to nationals of a foreign country in the same cir-
cumstances, as regards the right to engage in wage-earning
employment.

2.In any case, restrictive measures imposed on aliens or
the employment of aliens for the protection of the national
labour market shall not be applied to a refugee who was
already exempt from them at the date of entry into force
of this Convention for the Contracting States concerned,
or who fulfils one of the following
conditions:

a. He has com-
pleted three years’ resi-
dence in the country;

b. He has
a spouse possess-
ing the nationality
of the country of
residence. A refugee
may not invoke the
benefits of this pro-
vision if he has aban-
doned his spouse;

c. He has one or more
children possessing the nationality of
the country of residence.

3. The Contracting States shall give sympathetic consid-
eration to assimilating the rights of all refugees with regard
to wage-earning employment to those of nationals ...

Article 18
Self-employment

The Contracting States shall ac-
cord to a refugee lawfully in
their territory treatment

as favourable as pos-

sible and, in any event,

not less favourable

than that accorded to

aliens generally in the

same circumstances, as

regards the right to en-

gage on his own account

in agriculture, industry,
handicrafts and commerce
and to establish commercial and
industrial companies.

Article19
Liberal professions

1. Each Contracting State shall
accord to refugees lawfully
staying in their territory
who hold diplomas rec-
ognized by the compe-
tent authorities of that
State, and who are
desirous of practicing
a liberal profession,
treatment as favour-
able as possible and,
in any event, not less
favourable than that ac-
corded to aliens generally in
the same circumstances.

Article 13
Movable and immovable property

The Contracting States shall ac-
cord to a refugee treatment

as favourable as possible

and, in any event, not

less favourable than

that accorded to aliens

generally in the same ///
circumstances as re- f//

gards the acquisition | N\ f ————
of movable and im- \

movable property and

other rights pertaining \\\\
thereto, and to leases and

other contracts relating to mov-
able and immovable property.



FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT

Article 26
Freedom
of movement

Each Contracting State shall
accord to refugees law-
fully in its territory the
right to choose their
place of residence
and to move freely
within its territory,
subject to any regu-
lations applicable to
aliens generally in the
same circumstances.

Article 28

Travel documents
1. The Contracting States shall is-

in their territory travel docu-
ments for the purpose of
travel outside their terri-
tory unless compelling
reasons of national

security or public order
otherwise require ...

Article 31
Refugees unlawfully in the
country of refuge

1. The Contracting States shall not impose penalties,
on account of their illegal entry or presence, on refugees
who, coming directly from a territory where their life or
freedom was threatened in the sense of Article 1, enter
or are present in their territory without authorization,
provided they present themselves without delay to the
authorities and show good cause for their illegal entry
or presence.

2. The Contracting States shall not apply to the move-
ments of such refugees restrictions other than those
which are necessary and such restrictions shall only be
applied until their status in the country is regularized
or they obtain admission into another country ...

DUE PROCESS

Article3

Non-discrimination

The Contracting States shall apply the provisions of this
Convention to refugees without discrimination as to race,
religion or country of origin.

Article 16
Access to courts

1. A refugee shall have free
access to the courts of law

on the territory of all »}AA.
v

Contracting States.

2. A refugee shall
enjoy in the Con-
tracting State in
which he has his
habitual residence
the same treatment
as a national in
matters pertaining to
access to the Courts, in-
cluding legal assistance ...

EDUCATION AND RELIEE

Article 22
Public education

1. The Contracting
States shall accord
to refugees the same
treatment as is accord-
ed to nationals with
respect to elementary
education.

Article 23
Public relief

The Contracting States shall accord to refugees lawfully
staying in their territory the same treatment with respect
to public relief and assistance as is accorded to their na-
tionals.



